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Thank you for inviting Police Scotland to provide their response on the action called 
for in this petition. 
 
I can confirm that Police Scotland has previously investigated instances of criminality 

associated with puppy farming, in conjunction with relevant partner agencies, which has 
led to us taking against those involved. For example, we have previously submitted an 
objection to a Local Authority, which they upheld, in relation to an application for a 
puppy farm license. 

 
Furthermore, over the past 3 years we have seen an increase in the number of 

puppies those involved in the illegal puppy trade are bringing through on the ferry 
service from Northern Ireland to our BPC West Maritime Ports at Loch Ryan and 
Cairnryan that had originated from the Republic of Ireland into mainland UK. 

In addition, we have information suggesting that there have been some links 

between organised criminality and this particular activity. 

As a result, Police Scotland would encourage early pro-active intelligence sharing 

between SSPCA, Trading Standards, HMRC, Border Force, Local Authorities and other 
regulators and enforcement agencies involved in this activity. In particular, powers of 
entry and inspection to premises, including access to business records, are instrumental 
in investigating alleged crimes in this activity. 

As you would expect, we have previously noted concerns raised around the welfare of 

puppies involved in this activity and the potential revenue such activity can afford those  
involved.  For example, The Animal Health Act 1981 or the Animal Health and Welfare 
(Scotland) 2006 Act provides powers to Police Scotland to deal with animals transiting 
through our ports. These Acts have provisions to ensure that the welfare of puppies is 

given due consideration during transit.  This includes protection from injury, disease and 
that the transport conditions are adequate. 

However, these Acts do not address effectively the issues required to deal with the  

puppies suspected to be from puppy farms based in the Republic of Ireland. 

It was clear that to effectively deal with those involved in this illegal trade we would 

require the assistance of other agencies with an interest in this illegal activity. 

A pilot scheme was set up between Dumfries and Galloway Trading Standards and the 

SSPCA. Dumfries and Galloway Trading Standards trained and then authorised SSPCA 
Inspectors for specified provisions of the Trade in Animals and Related Products 
{Scotland) Regulations 2012, empowering them to detain, return or destroy puppies 
arriving at west maritime ports, which had originated in the Republic of Ireland. 

Consequently working in partnership with Trading Standards and the SSPCA under 
Operation DELPHIN, we were able to target effectively those arriving at our west 

maritime ports who were involved in this illegal activity. 

Working with Trading Standards and the SSPCA proved successful and we were able 

to deter and disrupt those involved in this illegal activity. 

 

 



 

However, the largely cash based nature of this activity is undoubtedly attractive to those 
involved in this activity who have no regard for the animals or members of the public 

they interact with. 

Although Operation DELPHIN was a success, those involved in this lucrative 

activity are still transporting puppies through west maritime ports by taking measures 
to avoid detection; therefore, it is  difficult to estimate how many puppies are still 
transiting through west maritime ports. 

We have made it harder for those involved to transport puppies but it is still happening. 

A robust micro chipping and licensing process has clear benefits to all those legitimately 

involved in this industry e.g. the identification of lost animals, dangerous dog offences,  

livestock  worrying  as  well as providing a 'paper trail' for organised crime investigations 
to for example trace puppy farm transport links via the end customer. 

The enforcement of robust micro chipping regulation is challenging and would be reliant 

upon reporting from veterinary surgeons, Local Authority  dog wardens,  charities  and 
any other  agencies or groups the animal in question interacts with to ensure 
compliance with  the  micro  chipping  of  Dogs (Scotland) Regulations 2016. 

We do not foresee the overall administration of dog licencing directly involving the 

Police, however it would seem sensible that we have the ability to access any 
associated databases to assist with enquiries, proportionately and appropriately, in 
line with the normal Data Protection legislation. 

We are also committed to working with partner agencies to ensure that we bring our 

combined regulatory powers to bear against those involved in this illegal activity. 

Finally, I can confirm that Police Scotland would be supportive of a Government led 

campaign to raise awareness amongst the public in relation to the dangers of buying a 
puppy in the manner outlined in the petition. 

I trust this is of some assistance and I would like to thank you again for the opportunity 

to provide comment on this topic. 
 


